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Far-right narratives vary according to the beliefs of those telling them, but they often reflect 
common themes. In this article Ben Lee gives a short guide to narratives of the far-right.

Ideology is discussed openly in some parts of the far-right, but 
more commonly it is embedded in narratives. Narratives are 
often portrayed as factual, but the structure, cast of characters 
and focus of different narratives reveals something of the 
ideology that underpins them.

COMMON NARRATIVES
Narratives in the far-right vary according to the beliefs of those 
telling them, but they often reflect common themes:

ANTI-MINORITY NARRATIVES – That target minority groups 
threaten majority/native groups. This may include targeting 
specific ethnic minorities by linking them to criminality or 
questioning their intelligence. Far-right activism can also include 
amplifying mainstream news designed to cast target minority 
groups in a bad light.

DEMOGRAPHIC THREAT – That a combination of immigration 
and birth rates will result in the ‘native’ population becoming 
a minority in the near future. This narrative is closely linked 
to concepts such as ‘white genocide’ as well as the ‘great 
replacement’. Anti-Muslim narratives also focus heavily on the 
demographic threat posed by Muslim immigration and birth 
rates as well as the perceived threat from Islamisation.

COLLAPSE – That some type of ethnic or cultural strife is 
inevitable as a result of the growing threat presented by minority 
groups. In neo-Nazi circles, this may manifest as ‘race war’. 
Elsewhere this may be presented as predictions of civil war or 
civil disorder.

CONSPIRACISM –Conspiracy theories are defined as the 
belief that a small group of actors are working towards some 
malevolent end. Conspiracy theorising is common in large 
segments of the far-right. Anti-Semitic conspiracy theories in 
which a Jewish elite is envisaged as controlling world events 
(e.g. the idea of a Zionist Occupation Government (ZOG)) 
are common. In other areas, theories such as Eurabia, White 
Genocide, the Great Replacement, and the Kalergi plan are more 
prevalent.

ANTI-ELITE NARRATIVES – That the current political and social 
leadership bears responsibility for the current or coming crisis. 
For neo-Nazis, ruling elites are often presented either as Jewish 
or Jewish-controlled. In areas of the far-right, where anti-Semitic 
conspiracy theories are not endemic, this is often framed 
differently e.g. ‘globalist’, ‘the left’ or ‘cultural Marxist’. The far-

right also exhibits a collective sense of persecution, presenting 
themselves as victims of societal oppression.

HISTORICAL REVISIONISM – That key historical events have been 
distorted in the interests of suppressing far-right ideology. While 
this can be interpreted as a form of conspiracy theory, historical 
revisionism has been particularly prevalent in the form of 
Holocaust denial.

CONFLICTING NARRATIVES
Based on the above analysis, there are several clear points of 
conflict between different formations in the UK far-right:

BIOLOGICAL VS CULTURAL DISTINCTIONS – Some elements of 
the far-right are attempting to present themselves as shedding 
biological conceptualisations of race in favour of taking culture 
and identity as makers of belonging. This is a significant break 
with more traditional forms of racial nationalism.

NEO-NAZISM – The symbols, rhetoric and ideology of Nazism 
remain toxic. While there are some openly neo-Nazi formations 
in the UK, open support for Nazism is a taboo in other areas of 
the far-right.

ETHNO-PLURALISM VS SUPREMACY– Where race is taken as a 
central organising principle, different ideological positions draw 
competing conclusions. While neo-Nazis and related groups 
argue for white-supremacy, ethnopluralists argue instead for the 
need to preserve difference.

SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRACY – A key marker for distinguishing 
radical-right populists from the extreme right; the far-right, as a 
whole, varies on attitudes to democracy. This distinction needs 
to be treated with caution as understandings of democracy vary 
between groups and ideologies.

ESOTERICISM – Recent developments among extreme neo-Nazi 
groupings in the US and UK have revealed inherent tensions 
between secular or Christian-styled neo-Nazis and those who 
embrace more spiritual interpretations of neo-Nazism. The 
influence of the fascist Satanist group the Order of the Nine 
Angles, for example, has caused rifts in some groups.
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“ The far-right exhibits a collective sense of 
persecution, presenting themselves as victims of 
societal oppression.” 
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