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ECR Conference Fund – Funding Call Open Now 
Applications are now open for the ECR Student Conference Fund. 

The Network for Analytical Behavioural Science in Security and Defence (NABS+) is a UKRI-funded network 
focused on developing the next generation of behavioural science and behavioural scientists for national 
security and defence. NABS+ brings together a cross-sector community of researchers, policymakers, and 
practitioners who value innovative data analytics and behavioural insights in addressing complex security 
challenges. Through events, funding, training, and knowledge exchange, NABS+ helps members shape 
thinking in the field, contribute to impactful research, and engage directly with policy and practitioner 
communities. 

The NABS+ Early Career Researcher Conference Fund is now accepting applications. The fund aims to 
foster scholarly growth by enabling ECRs to participate in academic conferences where they can present 
their work, engage with international peers, and contribute to knowledge exchange in their respective fields. 
The scheme offers an excellent opportunity to broaden professional networks, gain feedback from experts, 
and build research visibility on a national and international stage. 

The NABS+ ECR Conference Fund specifically supports travel to academic conferences, recognising their 
critical role in career progression, collaboration, and the dissemination of research. The round of the scheme 
will award up to 7 small grants of up to £250 each to assist with travel-related expenses for conference 
participation. 

We welcome applications from early career researchers across a range of academic disciplines who are 
seeking to develop their research profile and participate in meaningful academic dialogue. The work must 
align with the remit of NABS+ https://crestresearch.ac.uk/nabs

What the Fund Covers 
Early Career Researchers can apply for grants of up to £250 to support costs for presenting at academic 
conferences. This includes national or international events that contribute to research visibility, professional 
development, and engagement with the academic or policy community. 

❗Please note: 

•	 The fund does not cover leisure or recreational travel. 

•	 Retrospective applications (submitted after travel has occurred) are ineligible. 

•	 Travel that is already fully funded by another scheme (e.g., Turing Scheme) will not be considered.

•	 An applicant may only be awarded one travel grant per application round.
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Eligibility 
This fund is open to: 

•	 Doctoral candidates (UK, EU, and international) who have completed at least one year of study and are  
at or approaching the thesis stage. 

•	 Early career researcher, defined as: ‘NABS+ considers ECR status to be self-defined rather than defined 
by years’ post-PhD or job title: If you have, or are currently completing, your PhD with some research 
experience relating to security and defence we welcome your application.’

•	 Applicants who can demonstrate financial need and show a clear academic or professional benefit from 
attending the conference 

•	 Applicants who do not have access to dedicated travel or training budgets through an existing 
studentship or sponsorship arrangement, and who have a plan to seek external funding where possible

•	 Conference presentation must be in an area of research relevant to the NABS+ community.

Those who have not yet presented at an external conference will be prioritised, particularly where the 
proposed event offers clear additional benefits (e.g., networking, training, policy engagement). All claimed 
expenses must be fully supported by original receipts. 

Expected Outputs 
•	 Report: Within one month of the conference, awardees must submit a 250-word report summarising 

their experience, key insights, and benefits of attending. 

•	 Acknowledgement: Successful applicants will be required to acknowledge support from NABS+  
on their poster/presentation slides (logo will be provided by NABS+). 

Application Process 
•	 Deadlines: 

•	 Call closes: 01 October 2026 (or when all funds are awarded).

•	 Decisions announced: Submissions will be awarded on a rolling basis, and applicants should  
hear within 4 weeks of application.

How to Apply 
•	 Application forms can be downloaded at https://crestresearch.ac.uk/nabs/opportunities

•	 Ensure all required documents are attached before submitting. Applications without evidence  
of acceptance or incomplete forms will not be considered.
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