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Key research question

What are the roles and mmpacts of kin and peer networks in the

transmission of extremist 1deologies and how individuals understand
their involvement 1n terrorism?

Additional questions

 Which family members and peers do individuals consider to have impacted
upon on their ‘terrorist careers’, and what 1s the nature of this impact?

e What do terrorists’ accounts reveal about domestic environments and
friendship groups as sites of 1deological transmission or even conversion to
extremist positions and 1dentities?

* What emotions and values are associated with kin and peer mfluence 1n
autoblographical accounts?

Kin and peer influences and terrorism

 Studies of violent activism, 1 various contexts,
recognise that kin and peer networks play a
significant role 1n the recruitment processes of
terrorist groups. Analysis, however, has tended to
focus on the tangible links these networks provide
for individuals to interact with those already
involved 1n terrorism.

 Much analysis fails to take mnto account the role of
family, kin and peer relationships m shaping
stortes that facilitate or prevent harm. These
include the stories terrorists tell about themselves,
and their actions, or their ‘narrative identity’.

* Drawing on narrative criminology, this thesis
examines those stories that retlect, record, narrate
or suggest how kin and peer relationships in some
way facilitate or restrict ndividuals’ engagement 1n

violence.

Uulising terrorists” own accounts

* Terrorists’ own accounts remain underutilised
oiven they are often wviewed as unreliable
representations of their experiences.

 However, the process ol narrating past events
may also be seen as a shaping experience 1n

itself, rather than something imposed upon pre-

existing ‘real’ events. Analysis of kin and peer

influences 1 how terrorists story their own lives

1s therefore not lmited by concerns regarding

the accuracy of the events as described.

How do terrorists
Western-centric,
advanced ‘blood ties’ and

conceive their own kinship!?

tradibonal anthropological approaches have

marriage as the fundamental basis of

kinship. However, 1t 1s useful to understand kinship as being

‘made’ through social means as well as being ‘given’ by biological
links. Kinship 1s also frequently employed ‘metaphorically’ to

construct ‘imagined communities’, such as the modern nation

states and transnational et
Terrorists’ accounts reveal

construct these different

nic, pohtical and religious collectives.
a whole host of ways in which they

forms of kinship with others through

various means, including the shared participation 1n violence.

Case Study: Aukai Collins
An American citizen and convert to Islam, Collins explains in his
autobrography how he conceived his links of kinship to the
Chechen people and the conflict.
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Narrative, kinship and terrorism

entities are often difficult to substantively define. Instead, the
any group, culture, people or nation can be best thought of as a

story, which mdividuals locate themselves within. Significantly,

these stories often 1imbue action with emotional and transcendent collective
value, telling these mdividuals how to properly hive or die. Narrative 1s

theretore critical for understanding terrorism but nevertheless remains
poorly explored within much research.

Outside ol concerving time 1 a purely
chronological sense, narrative provides
the vehicle for humans to understand
ttime 1m a way that 1s
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dimensions 1 therr understandings of
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Ongoing persecution 1s framed as part of

wider

significant mcidents narrated to appear as
recent occurrences. It 1s no coincidence
then that so many authors find themselves
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